Draft Constitution Template

Bunreacht of the Cumann Staire – Historic Studies Student Society

Article 1 Name of the Society

1.1
The name of the Society shall be the Cumann Staire, [university name], hereinafter referred to as ‘CS’.

1.2
The official translation of the name in English is the Historical Studies Student Society. No 
translation of the name can be used in independence from the official name Cumann Staire 
in any communications on behalf of the organisation. All translations of the name Cumann 
Staire are to be in italic font and in a font no larger than that used for the official name.
Article 2 Aims of the Society

2.1 The aims of the CS are the promotion of historic studies as academic topics and the support of students of such disciplines in the University.

2.2 The CS is also to work towards strong interaction between students of historic studies at both undergraduate and postgraduate levels, and between these students and their respective academic units.
Article 3 Membership

3.1
All students and members of staff of the University shall be eligible to become members of the CS.

3.2
Any eligible person shall become a member of the CS on payment to the CS of the appropriate membership fee, the amount of which shall be determined annually by the Coiste of the CS.


[OR]


Any eligible person shall become a member of the CS on signing their name to the official membership list of the CS.


[Delete as appropriate]

Article 4 The Coiste
4.1
A governing committee, called the Coiste, shall conduct the business of the CS.

4.2
The Coiste of the CS shall be elected at the Cruinniú Cinn Bliana (end of year meeting), or, if necessary, at a Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta (emergency general member meeting).

4.3
The Coiste shall consist of the following members:- the Reachtaire; the Vice-Reachtaire; the Treasurer; the Staff Treasurer; the Rúnaí; the OCP – PRO, the ABO, the Ionadaí Íarchéime agus CCS [etc.] All members of the Coiste shall be required to be members of the CS.

4.4 
Reachtaire

The Reachtaire shall have overall responsibility for the affairs of the CS. (S)he shall chair all meetings of the CS, save where decided otherwise by the Coiste or where otherwise provided for in this constitution.

4.5
Leas-Reachtaire

The Vice-Reachtaire shall assume the duties of the Reachtaire should the Reachtaire be absent or unable to fulfill his/her duties.


4.6
Rúnaí


The Rúnaí shall keep the non-financial records of the CS, including the official membership list, and manage the correspondence of the CS and submitting the end of year report.
4.7
Cisteoir


The Treasurer will manage the financial affairs of the CS, in consultation with the Reachtaire and the Staff Treasurer. (S)he will maintain the financial records of the CS. (S)he will prepare and present to the CS and the University the end of year accounts and treasurers report for the CS.

4.8
Staff Treasurer


The Staff Treasurer shall be a member of academic staff of the University. (S)he will oversee the financial affairs of the CS, and ensure that good practice is maintained.
4.9
Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí

The Oifigeach Caidreamh Poiblí (OCP - PRO) shall be responsible for advertising the meetings and events of the CS.

4.10
Eagraí don Arts Bál (ABO)

The Eagraí don Arts Bál (Arts Bál Organiser) is responsible for successful planning and running of the annual 
Arts Bál. (S)he shall form a Fo-Choiste to aid them in this task. This Coiste is a subordinate to the Coiste and its members are to be co-opted by the Eagraí don Arts Bál, subject to the approval of the Coiste. Existing members of the Coiste may be co-opted on to the Arts Bál Fo-Choiste. 

4.11
Ionadaí Íarchéime agus CCS

The duties of the Ionadaí Íarchéime agus CCS (Postgraduate-Conference Representative) include: representing the interests of the postgraduate history students on the Coiste; act as the official liason between the Coiste and the Comhaltas na gCumann Staire - Irish History Students Association; organising any conferences that the Coiste shall decide to host.
[Define the roles of other Coiste members as necessary]

4.12
Coiste Meetings

4.12.1
Meetings of the Coiste shall be held at least [fortnightly] during the academic year. All members of the Coiste shall be entitled to attend and vote at such meetings.  

4.12.2
The quorum for a meeting of the Coiste shall be [five] Coiste members. 

4.12.3
Meetings of the Coiste shall be convened by the Reachtaire or Rúnaí. At least [two] days notice of a Coiste meeting shall be given by the Reachtaire or Rúnaí to the members of the Coiste.

4.13
Term of Office of the Coiste

The Coiste shall hold office from the [first day of May] subsequent to their election until the [first day of May] of the following year.

Article 5 General Meetings

5.1
Cruinniú Cinn Bliana
5.1.1
The end of year general meeting, the Cruinniú Cinn Bliana (CCB), of the CS shall take place in the second semester of the academic year, at a time to be determined by the Coiste of the CS. 

5.1.2
No less than [seven] days notice of the Cruinniú Cinn Bliana shall be given. The date and time of the CCB shall be notified to the University and advertised by public notice within the University.

5.2
Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta
5.2.1
An Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta (CEG) of the Society may be convened to:


(i) Hold an election to fill a vacancy on the Coiste, should one arise;


(ii) Consider a proposal to amend this constitution or any other governing instrument of the CS;


(iii) Address any other circumstance not provided for in this constitution.

5.2.2.
A Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta shall be convened:


(i) By majority decision of the Coiste; or


(ii) On foot of a submission to the Coiste of the CS of a petition signed by not less than [ten] members of the CS.

5.2.3
No less than [seven] days notice of an Cruinniú Cinn Bliana shall be given. The date and time of the CEG shall be notified to the University and advertised by public notice within the University.

Article 6 Election of the Coiste
6.1
The Coiste of the CS shall be elected at the Cruinniú Cinn Bliana.

6.2
The Reachtaire shall act as returning officer for the elections. Where the Reachtaire intends to be a candidate in any election, a returning officer, who is not a candidate in any election, shall be appointed by the Coiste.

6.3
All members of the CS shall be eligible for election to the Coiste.

6.4
Candidates for each position on the Coiste of the CS must be proposed and seconded by members of the CS at the CCB.

6.5
All members of the CS shall be entitled to vote in the election of the Coiste.

6.6
The election of members of the Coiste shall take place by secret ballot at the CCB. Where the votes obtained by any candidate exceed the votes obtained by any other candidate for that position, (s)he shall be deemed elected to that position.

Article 7 Resignations from the Coiste
7.1
The resignation of any member of the Coiste shall be instituted by a letter of resignation to the Rúnaí of the CS. In the case of the resignation of the Rúnaí, resignation may be instituted by a letter of resignation to the Reachtaire.

Article 8 Formal Dress Balls

8.1 The CS is responsible for the organising of the Arts Bál on an annual basis. The Eagraí don Arts Bál (ABO) is responsible for the successful running of the Bál. At each Coiste meeting the ABO has to report on all progress in the organising of the Bál.

8.2 The ABO is to create a Fo-Choiste group of CS members to assist the ABO is organising the Bál. The Fo-Choiste is to have three members and the membership of such is to be co-opted and is subject to the approval by the Coiste. Members of the Fo-choiste may be dismissed by the Coiste or may be dismissed by the ABO, subject to the approval of the Coiste.
Article 9 Management of Finance

9.1
The finances of the CS shall be managed by the Reachtaire, Cisteoir and Staff Treasurer of the CS.

9.2
No member of the Coiste of the CS shall receive remuneration from the CS, or use their office for personal financial gain.

Article 10 Amendments to the Bunreacht
10.1
Amendments to this constitution, the Bunreacht of the CS, may be made at a Cruinniú Cinn Bliana or a Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta of the CS.

10.2
Such amendments to this constitution as may be approved by a Cruinniú Cinn Bliana or a Cruinniú Éigeandála Ginearálta of the CS shall require the formal approval of the [university’s societies’ council] before taking effect.

Article 11 Dissolution of the CS
11.1
The CS may be dissolved by a [two-thirds] majority vote of its membership at a general member meeting. The CS may also be dissolved by decision of the [university’s societies’ council]. The CS shall fall into abeyance should it fail to validly elect a Coiste for [two] successive years.

11.2
On dissolution of the CS, its assets shall become the property of the University.

